STYLE FILES

Elena Soboleva

For ARTSY’S globetrotting curator of
SPECIAL PROJECTS, artis MUCHMORE
than ajob—it'sa LIFESTYLE.

BY ANDREA KARR

Elena Soboleva’s fascination with art start-
ad when she first encounterad Henr! Matissea's

brightly coloured paintings Music and Dance,
housed at the Hermitage Museum In St Peters-
burg, Russla, where she was born. As a child,
Soboleva would visit the works with her parents
and marvel at thelr power. Though she was born
Into a family of scientists, her parents fosterad
the fascination for art that began to flicker
Inslde her. Eventually, that Interest grew to Influ-
ence every important decision In her life.
Soboleva moved to Canada at the age of
seven In 1993, and by the time she enrolled at
the University of Toronto to study art history
and economics, art was her everything. She In-
terned at Christie’s Auctlons and Private Sales,
and worked at Torontos Georgla Scherman
Projects. Later, she completed a master’s degree
and moved to New York City to work at the

well-respected Jack Shainman Gallery, while
also writing for the online publication Arf Mar-
ket Monftor. *1 had little time for anything else,
but all of these projects allowed me to see the
many facets of the art world,” she says.

Now, at age 30, Soboleva Is 2 vibrant, stylish
New Yorker (just check out her art- and fash-
lon-heavy Instagram account @elenasoboleva).
She’s also head of special projects at Artsy, a
webslte that aims to make art accessible by
creating the most comprehenslve resource for
learning about and collecting art from the world's
top galleries, museums, art fairs, and auctions.
Her role? To advise top-tier collectors and create
site-specific art Installations, performances, and
activations around the world to extend Artsy's
reach to life both online and offline.

When she jolned the fledgling startup four
years ago, the site was still In beta testing, but

she felt it was time to take a risk In her career.
“I realized that what was golng to be significant
with art in my generation was shifting Into the
online sphere and that would be transformative
within the art world” Now Artsy has a staff of
150 people and works with around 60 global
art falrs.

Sobolevas ability to take risks makes her busy
Itfe varied, but 1t’s her devotion to art that makes
It sustainable. With an average seven-day work-
week packed with studlo visits, meetings, gallery
openings, museum tours, and trips to art fairs
around the world (she visited more than 35 last
year Including Frieze London and Art Basel In
Switzerland), Soboleva doesn’t have a lot of time
for 2 personal life. *My career Is 2 complete work/
Itfe integration,” she says. “It’s not about trying to
balance the two. It’s about pursulng something
that you love”
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ON WEEKEND PLANS:

“Even though my weekends are
still very art-focused, It's nice to be
able to do yoga or walk the High
Line. Chelsea Market ks also close to
me, so 1 go there and find the most
seasonal Ingredients and cook up
something.”

ON HER DREAM ART PIECE:

“An Agnes Martin from the Gte '60s. A
lot of artwork right now ks spactacular
and loud, and | can enjoy and embrace
that, but there's an absolute stiiness
and contemplation In her work. There's
so much that goes Into a [Martin]
canvas that's perfectly composed”

ON CURRENT ART TRENDS:
“Right now there's a rise In female
artists, especially strong figurative
painters and digital artists. One name
&5 the Guarrilla Girts. It's an anony-
mous collective and the women wear
goriila masks. They've been around
since the '20s, making artwork that
highights the discrimination of wom-
en In museums.”

ON HER FAVOURITE MUSEUMS
AND GALLERIES:

“Go to the The Hermitage in St
Petersburg for the avant-garde
masters, [MOMA] PS1 In New York
for the contemporary scene, the
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National Gallery of Canada In Ottawa
for a fantastic collection of post-war

Canadian art, Marfa [In Texas] for the
whole town as an art experience, and
inhotim in Brazil for the most exotic

art destination™

ON WHAT SHE'S COVETING:
“Céane’'s latest collaction, with art

Inspired by Yves Kiein Beauty™

ON HER BEAUTY GO-TOS:

“l use Dior Créme de Rose Smoothing
Plumping Lip Baim for 2 soft pout,
Bobbl Brown liquid iners and cream
shadow sticks for perfect eyes.”

ONHERMUST-FOLLOW
TRAVEL TIPS:
“1 dom't wear makeup on the plane

DIOR CREME DE ROSE, §35

and | appiy a light hydrating mask in
the Iast haif hour. | pack fabrics that

don't wrinkle, swapping out siiks for
Pink Tartan power-stretch dresses
and Issey Miyzke pleats.™

ON HER FAVOURITE TRAVEL
DESTINATIONS:

“I went to Black Rock City, Nevada, for
Buming Man for the first time this year
and It was amazing! Then these's Ven-
i, which holds the Art Blennale every
two years and brings together the best
of the art world™

ASTANDOUT PIECE IN HER
WARDROBE:

“Altuzarra over-the-knee leather
boots”



